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Living with his little brother, Fudge, makes Peter Hatcher feel like a fourth grade nothing. Whether

Fudge is throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe store, smearing smashed potatoes on walls at

Hamburger Heaven, or scribbling all over Peter's homework, he's never far from trouble. He's a

two-year-old terror who gets away with everythingâ€”and Peter's had enough. When Fudge walks off

with Dribble, Peter's pet turtle, it's the last straw. Peter has put up with Fudge too long. How can he

get his parents to pay attention to him for a change?
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Judy Blume has often shocked the delicate sensibilities of stuffy parents worldwide with her

straightforward tell-it-like-it-is young adult books containing sexual situations. When I was a kid

though, Judy Blume meant only one thing. "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing". One of my favorite

books, written incredibly well, it captured perfectly what it means to be a kid with a little sibling. This

book was a revelation. Nowhere else had I encountered an early reader story that wasn't afraid to

say that little sibs can be annoying brats. There are roughly five bazillion books out there written

specifically to coax older children into befriending their younger siblings. Far fewer are the books

that recognize the difficulties these elder kids have to deal with when they're forced to abandon their

personal privacy and sanity for the sake of a little brother or sister. The one book that really spoke to



me about this (and was really funny as well) was Judy Blume's 1972 creation. And it reads as

perfectly today as it did some thirty odd years ago.There was Peter. And then there was Fudge.

Peter Hatcher is nine years old and has the awful job of dealing with almost-three-year-old Fudgie at

all times. Fudge is what a polite person might call a lively child. To Peter, however, Fudge is a holy

terror. If he's not sticking green food stamps to full suitcases or refusing to eat until Peter stands on

his head, he's leaping from large rocks (to fly) and throwing tantrums in shoe stores. Peter is

understandably jealous of the amount of attention Fudge attracts but at least he has his pet turtle

Dribble to comfort him. Each chapter in this book is a small story about the daily interactions and

adventures of the Hatcher boys.
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